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House OKs tax overhaul, but 
glitch will force second vote 


BY JEFF STEIN 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON 

The House of Representatives 
passed Republicans’ sweeping 
tax overhaul on Tuesday, send- 
ing the plan to the Senate and 
setting the stage for the bill to 


be signed by President Donald 
Trump as early as this week. 
“This is about expanding 
opportunity to people who are 
striving to make the most of 
their lives,” House Speaker Paul 
Ryan, R-Wis., said before the 
vote Tuesday. “We know in this 
country that we’re not reaching 
our potential. And we know one 


of the greatest things we can do 
to do that is to pass this tax 
reform bill.” 

Senate Republicans were 
planning to vote Tuesday night, 
and party leaders seemed to sew 
up the bill’s passage Friday 
when holdout Republican Sens. 
Marco Rubio of Florida and Bob 
Corker of Tennessee pledged 


their support. Sen. John McCain, 
R-Ariz., is in Arizona battling 
brain cancer and is not expected 
to attend the vote, though he 
had previously said he supports 
the bill. 

“Congress is standing at the 
doorstep of a historic opportuni- 
ty,” said Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., as he 


Partly sunny 
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announced plans for the Tues- 
day night vote. “Here’s what we 
set out to do: Take money out of 
Washington’s pockets and put it 
pack in the pockets of middle- 
class Americans.” 

In a last-minute glitch, how- 
ever, Democrats said three 
provisions in the bill, including 
one that would allow parents to 
use college savings accounts for 
home-schooling expenses for 
young children, violate Senate 
budget rules, the Associated 
Press reported. 

House Majority Leader Kevin 
McCarthy, R-Calif., said the 
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J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE AP 


Kansas Gov. Sam Brownback spoke at the Senate Foreign Relations Committee meeting Oct. 4 in Washington. President Donald Trump 
chose Brownback to be ambassador-at-large for international religious freedom. 


Brownback in limbo as time 
runs short for Senate vote 
this year on ambassador post 


BY HUNTER WOODALL AND 
LINDSAY WISE 


hwoodall@kcstar.com 
lwise@mcclatchydc.com 


TOPEKA 
Time is running out for Gov. 
Sam Brownback. 
The Kansas Republican is not 


yet scheduled for a confirmation 
vote in the U.S. Senate this 
week, and with just a few days 
left before lawmakers leave 
town until January, it isn’t clear 
whether he’ll get to start his 
new job in the Trump adminis- 
tration anytime soon. 

That scenario would leave 


Brownback as governor of Kan- 
sas at the start of a contentious 
election-year session of the state 
legislature. He might have to 
deliver the state of the state 
address close to six months after 
President Donald Trump picked 
him to be ambassador-at-large 
for international religious free- 


dom. 

For now, Brownback’s on the 
sidelines during a crowded 
schedule on Capitol Hill with 
pressure building on lawmakers 
to pass major tax legislation and 
keep the government from shut- 
ting down. 

His confirmation might not 
happen in this final flurry of 
work in the Senate, and is cur- 
rently not on the schedule, ac- 
cording to Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell’s of- 
fice. 

But that could change any 
minute in the ebb and flow of 
Capitol Hill. 
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UPGRADES FOR 
REGENCY PARK 


The Overland Park City 
Council approves a 
development plan and 
incentives for the 
shopping center. 6A 


LOCAL 


CHAMBER SLAMS 
CITY COUNCIL 


The Greater Kansas City 
Chamber blasted the City 
Council Tuesday for the 
problem-plagued 
negotiations with airport 
developer Edgemoor. 4A 


LOCAL 


OSAWATOMIE 
STATE HOSPITAL 


The mental hospital 
regains federal 
certification for one of its 
treatment units after two 
years of working on 
safety and care issues. 2A 
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The United States has the highest 
maternal mortality rate of all 
developed nations, and in 
Missouri, it’s higher still. 


For pregnant Missouri women, 
mortality rate runs disturbingly high 


BY ANDY MARSO 
amarso@kcstar.com 


When Devika Maulik was 
pregnant with her first child, her 
friends wondered why she 
wasn’t more excited. They said 
she almost seemed emotionally 
detached from the pregnancy. 

“T think I was just so aware of 
what could go wrong,” said 
Maulik, an assistant professor at 


the University of Missouri-Kan- 
sas City and an obstetrician- 
gynecologist at Children’s Mer- 
cy Hospital and Truman Med- 
ical Center. “Even with all the 
improvements in care that have 
happened over the course of the 
20th century. ... Pregnancy is a 
time that your body is growing a 
human being. It’s going to be 
put to the test and things can go 
wrong.” 

For Maulik, who specializes in 


high-risk pregnancies, deaths 
due to childbirth are not a relic 
of America’s pioneer days. 
They’re a real and present dan- 
ger. 

The United States has the 
highest maternal mortality rate 
of all developed nations, and 
Missouri has one of the highest 
rates in the nation. 

The United Health Founda- 
tion’s 2016 Health of Women 
and Children Report pegged the 


national average at about 19.9 
deaths per 100,000 live births, 
while Missouri’s maternal 
mortality rate was 28.5 deaths 
per 100,000 live births, which 
ranked 42nd nationally. Kansas 
clocked in at 19.6 and states like 
California (5.9) and Massachu- 
setts (5.8) were well under dou- 
ble digits. 

Missouri’s rate is about on par 
with Belize, and worse than 
poorer countries like Moldova 
(23) and Costa Rica (25), ac- 
cording to the CIA’s World 
Factbook. 

“It’s not acceptable,” said 
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